
EDITORIAL –  LOVING OUR ENEMIES
     It has been a year since Charles Carl Roberts
tied up and shot 10 Amish schoolgirls aged 6 to 14
in their classroom at Nickel Mines, PA, before
turning the gun on himself.  We were astounded at
the response of the community: praying for the
murderer and his family.  And this week, more
astounding news: the Amish are sharing money
with the widow of the gunman.
     The Amish, descendants of Swiss-German
settlers, are known as “plain folk” and drive those
horse-drawn buggies and living without the use of
T-V, telephones, and most of the things we take for
granted.  But the thing which is most distinctive
about them is their faith – placing particular impor-
tance on the principle of forgiveness.
     A few weeks ago I addressed the Marion County
Genealogical Society on the occasion of the 250th

anniversary of the Hochstetler Massacre.  My an-
cestor was taken into captivity, along with his two
oldest sons, by the Deleware Indians.  The wife
and two small children were slaughtered and
scalped.
     This tragedy could have been averted.  Jacob
and his sons were crack shots with their rifles and
they had plenty of ammunition for hunting.  But the
father forbade their taking human life, even to save
the lives of their family members!  
     The captives were moved from place to place,
as far away as Detroit, and separated.  Jacob es-
caped after three years and reestablished his home
in Berks County, PA.  Chris, the youngest son, was
adopted and lived as an Indian until the Governor
of Pennsylvania negotiated the release of all whites
in captivity.  

     [See Massacre on page 2]

WORLD-WIDE COMMUNION
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

On Sunday, Oct. 7 we will celebrate the Lord’s
Supper, knowing that we will be in fellowship with
all Christians – world wide.  We will also recognize
our newest members, Charlotte Mullen and
Marion Reed.  In the evening we are invited to the
First Methodist Church of Reddick for a Variety
Show Fundraiser  at 6:00 p.m.  

JIMMIE FAY GIBSON POOLE
Jan. 20, 1928 – Sept. 11, 2007

Alzheimer’s may have taken her memory, but
Jimmie Fay continued her nursing career until the
end, showing concern and care for those around
her.  Recognized by the congregation for her gifts,
she was ordained a Deacon, and later served on
the Session as a Ruling Elder.  Her example of
loving service guides those who follow.

NIEDA MAE GREEN
1941 – 2007

Nieda never fully recovered from an accident last
year.  She and Robert, her husband, have been
shut-ins; but her gracious spirit will be remembered
by all who knew her.  

VISITING THE HOWARDS
On Thursday, Oct. 18th, we’ll meet at the church at
9:00 and car-pool to Jacksonville to visit with our
pastor emeritus, Rev. Neil Howard and Marion .
We will be their guests for lunch at the beautiful
campus of Westminster Woods on Julington Creek,
a continuing care retirement community operated
by the Presbyterian Church.  Jane Weagley , their
daughter, knows the way – and we’ll have maps
available for those who wish to drive separately.  It
is important to know how many are going, so let us
know by Sun., Oct. 14.
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SAT., NOV. 3 – WITH LUNCH!



A Christian Is Like A Pumpkin
A woman was asked, "What is it like to be a
Christian?" The coworker replied, "It is like being
a pumpkin."  God picks you from the patch, brings
you in, and washes all the dirt off of you.  Then
He cuts off the top and scoops out all the yucky
stuff.  He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, and
greed.  Then He carves you a new smiling face
and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the
world to see."

“MASSACRE” -- Editorial continued from pg. 1

     After seven years an Indian warrior came to the
Hochstetler home and was welcomed.  He took a
meal outside and ate alone in native fashion.
When Jacob came out to converse with him he
heard these startling words from the mouth of the
Indian: “I be Chris Hochstetler.”
     Imagine the joyful reunion!  It took quite a while,
but gradually Chris adapted to the manner of life in
which he had been raised – and established his
own family.
     Genealogy helps us discover our roots.  In my
case I am aware that I have inherited not only the
peaceful forgiving spirit of the Amish Brethren but
also the feisty nature of the Scotch Irish.  This
curious blend affects the way in which I seek to
bridge the gap between people of different faiths
and temperaments.  
     We do have choices in life.  In the stories retold
above, we can choose to be angry and revengeful,
or peaceful and forgiving.  The former path is one
of continuous battle, like the Hatfields and McCoys,
or the Israelis and Palestinians.  The latter course
leads ultimately to community.  
     It ain’t easy!  But Jesus didn’t trod an easy path.
And for those who follow Him, we know there will
be hurt and heartbreak – but, ultimately, peace.
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BRIEFLY NOTED

Montgomery Presbyterian Conference Center
reports a 20% increase in campers this past
summer.  Other churches have responded to our
challenge grant of $5,000 to reduce MPCC’s
indebtedness.

Rev. Eldon Luffman , Pastor of Friendship Baptist
in Reddick, sent a beautiful “Thank You” and
pictures from our Authors and Ice Cream event.
Eldon, a former Navy chaplain in Vietnam, gave a
very informative talk.  What an enjoyable evening it
was.  And wasn’t the ice cream sinfully delicious! �

Wilma Stewart  expresses her thanks to all for the
cards, letters and prayers following her hip replace-
ment surgery.  She is getting along great.

First Presbyterian of Ocala  will close its 150th

anniversary year with a giant homecoming on Oct.
28th.  Congratulations to them, and also to the
McIntosh Presbyterian Church , who observed
their 100th recently.

The Reddick Thrift Store and Outreach Center  is
open Tues.-Fri. from 10-4.  The Food Pantry is
open Tues. and Thurs., 10-4.  This wonderful out-
reach program of Interfaith Emergency Services
deserves our continuing support.  Contribute non-
perishable food and good clothing.  For information,
call 591-4400.

THE GREENING OF FAIRFIELD
     The Session adopted a proposal from Pastor
Stewart entitled The Greening of Fairfield.  Briefly,
it is a program involving small groups from the
church, meeting in various homes, grouped
according to interests and talents.  It will attempt to
increase our feeling about church as a family of
believers, with opportunity to get to know each
other better.  According to Stewart, “We have re-
ceived a number of new members recently, largely
due to the work of Pastor Bruce.  These new folks
want to be involved in the life of the church in sig-
nificant ways, and small groups will provide that
opportunity.”
     To learn more about the program, or to volun-
teer as a host or hostess, call Dale at 465-7251 or
Bruce at 680-0066.
     Some of the options include study groups on the
Bible, Church, Christ, or other religions; interest
groups like music, art, or crafts and hobbies.  Or
you may have interests in parenting, self-help, or a
Christian 12-Step program.  Then there are the
challenging programs of outreach, mission, and our
prayer boxes.



GOD'S THOUGHTS ON LAWNS
[Shared by Lois Berkey]

GOD:  Frank, you know all about gardens and
nature.  What in the world is going on down there
on the planet?  What happened to the dandelions,
violets, thistle and stuff I started eons ago? I had a
perfect no-maintenance garden plan.  Those plants
grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and
multiply with abandon.  The nectar from the long-
lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honey bees
and flocks of songbirds.  I expected to see a vast
garden of colours by now.  But, all I see are these
green rectangles. 
St. FRANCIS; It's the tribes that settled there, Lord.
The Suburbanites.  They started calling your
flowers "weeds" and went to great lengths to kill
them and replace them with grass. 
GOD: Grass?  But, it's so boring.  It's not colourful.
It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees; only
grubs and sod worms.  It's sensitive to
temperatures.  Do these Suburbanites really want
all that grass growing there? 
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord.  They go to
great pains to grow it and keep it green.  They
begin each spring by fertilizing grass and
poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn. 
GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably
make grass grow really fast.  That must make the
Suburbanites happy. 
ST.  FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord.  As soon as it
grows a little, they cut it-sometimes twice a week.
GOD: They cut it?  Do they then bail it like hay?
ST.  FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord.  Most of them
rake it up and put it in bags. 
GOD: They bag it?  Why?  Is it a cash crop?   Do
they sell it? 
ST. FRANCIS: No, Sir, just the opposite.  They pay
to throw it away.
GOD: Now, let me get this straight.  They fertilize
grass so it will grow.  And, when it does grow, they
cut it off and pay to throw it away?
ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir. 
GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the
summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up
the heat.  That surely slows the growth and saves
them a lot of work. 
ST. FRANCIS:  You aren't going to believe this,
Lord.  When the grass stops growing so fast, they
drag out hoses and pay more money to water it so
they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.  
GOD: What nonsense.  At least they kept some of
the trees.  That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do
say so myself.  The trees grow leaves in the spring
to provide beauty and shade in the summer. 
In the autumn, they fall to the ground and form
a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and

protect the trees and bushes. It's a natural cycle 
of life.
ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord.  The
Suburbanites have drawn a new circle.  As soon as
the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and
pay to have them hauled away.  
GOD: No. What do they do to protect the shrub and
tree roots in the winter to keep the soil moist and loose?
ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they
go out and buy something which  they call mulch.
They haul it home and spread it around in place of
the leaves. 
GOD: And where do they get this mulch?
ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them
up to make the mulch.
GOD: Enough!   I don't want to think about this
anymore. St. Catherine, you're in charge of the
arts.  What movie have you scheduled for us
tonight?
ST. CATHERINE: "Dumb and Dumber", Lord.  It's a
story about....
GOD: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole
story from St. Francis.

THE NAKED LADY
Louise James  brought some beautiful flowers to
church – called Naked Ladies – a form o Amaryllis.
After the service she was followed by Wally Kidd
who was greeted by the pastor with a question:
“Wally, what do you think about having a naked
lady in the church?”  Quick as a wink he replied, “I
guess it’s O.K., if I get to pick ‘em.”

ALL SAINTS’ DAY – NOV. 1
Halloween got its start as a spin-off from All Saints’
Day – a day in the life of the church when we give
thanks “for all the saints who from their labors rest.”
The Bible doesn’t speak about individuals being
saints – but recognizes all Christians as such.
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SUCCESS BY SIX
     One of the programs that Pastor Bruce is in-
volved in is Success By Six.  It emphasizes early
childhood education.  Recently Bruce learned that
Dolly Parton will be sending a preschool book to
each child in Reading every month!  It’s a pilot pro-
gram – one of few in the country.  And it’s designed
to give kids a head start in reading and learning.
What a wonderful gift!
     What can you and I do to improve the lives of
those around us?  That’s a concern of the North
Marion Ministerial Association.  Perhaps you have
some ideas.

CHURCH RECEIVES SURVEY
     During recent months the Session received a
copy of an extensive land survey that had been
done by our neighbors, the Wiests.  We thank them
for the generous gift.  
     The cut-up nature of the community, which was
platted more than 100 years ago, has made it very
difficult to establish property lines.  We want to be
good neighbors, and will work with others to see that
we don’t encroach.
     Speaking of neighbors, we are happy to welcome
Frank and Jan Knapp, who moved into the 2-story
home South of the cemetery.
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CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES
     It hardly seems possible that Christmas is on
the way.  But for the hundreds of children in the
world that receive gifts from our church, we must
have them ready by Nov. 12th.  Contact Carla
June Mason at 591-1764  and plan to participate
on Thursdays, Oct. 11th and 25th.
     Carla reports seeing Deborah Weaver West,
who used to worship here.  Debbie was introduced
to the Christmas Box project and took the idea to
Grace Episcopal where they assembled more than
700 last year.
     So our gifts are being multiplied!  Imagine the
joy in the hearts of little children as they receive
things that we take for granted: soap, note paper,
pens and pencils—and other goodies.

WILL YOUR NEWS & NOTES
BE IN OUR ADVENT NEWSLETTER?

Contact Dale at
revdalestewart@bellsouth.net


